








County Public School System’s definition
of directory information includes the
following student data:
• Name
• Address
• Telephone listing
• Date of birth
• Major field of study
• Participation in officially recognized

activities and sports
• Weight and height of members of

athletic teams
• Dates of attendance
• Degrees and awards received
• Most recent previous educational

agency or institution attended.

In addition, Maryland law permits
the release of a student’s home address
and phone number to the following
persons or organizations ONLY:
• An organization of parents, teachers,

students, or former students, or any
combination of those groups, of the
school (e.g. PTA/PTSA, booster club,
class reunion committee, etc.);

• An organization or force of the military
(e.g. military recruiters, etc.);

• A representative of a community
college in the state; or

• A representative of the Maryland
Higher Education Commission.

Parents/guardians have the right to
restrict the school system from releasing
any category of directory information
about their child. At the beginning of
each school year, a Parental Option
Form is sent home with each child.
This form must be returned ANNUALLY
if the parent chooses to restrict release
of any category of directory information.
If the form is not returned, the school
system assumes no restriction is placed
on the release of directory information
related to the child.

Any person has the right to file a
complaint with the U.S. Department of
Education if the school system appears
to violate this policy.

Photographs of Students
Parents/guardians may request that

their child/children not be photographed
in the school setting or during school-
sponsored activities. Many schools ask
parents to sign a photo release form at
the beginning of the school year. If your
child's school does not, and you do not
want your child photographed, send a
written request to the school principal.

Attendance
By state law, school attendance is

compulsory for students ages 5 through
15. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) has defined full and
partial day attendance as follows:
• A student is counted present for a full

day if the student is in attendance
four hours or more of the school day.

• A student is counted present for half
day if the student is in attendance for
at least two hours of the school day,
but less than four hours.

• A student scheduled for less than a
full day is to be counted present
based on the amount of time he/she
is scheduled.

An explanatory note from the parent
should be submitted to the school within
two school days of the student’s return,
indicating the date and reason for
tardiness or absence from a regular
school session. A doctor’s certificate is
required in cases of long-term absence
due to illness. A note should also be
submitted to request early dismissal or
exclusion from activities (e.g., physical
education). Chronic absences are referred
to the Office of Student Services.

Academic Eligibility
Consistent with the Philosophy of

Education for the Howard County
Public School System, a comprehensive
and well-rounded program of student
activities is made available to high
school students. Student activities,
including interscholastic athletics, exist
to complement the academic program
and not, in any way, to supplant
academics. To support this philosophy,
the school system has developed
regulations and procedures to implement
a policy establishing a 2.0 grade-point
average and no failing grades in the
grading period prior to participation in
the extracurricular programs of the
school system in high school. This
provision does not apply to incoming
ninth graders. Further information is
available through your local school.

Confidentiality of
Student Information

Student records are accumulated
and maintained by teachers and other
school personnel in accordance with
the Public School Laws of Maryland
and the rules and regulations of the
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Maryland State Board of Education.
Parents have the right to inspect and

review all official school records of their
child. Requests by parents for access to
their child’s records will be granted
within a reasonable time and at the
mutual convenience of the parent and
school principal. This right is also
extended to any student 18 years of
age or older.

Each school will furnish parents an
opportunity to request amendment of
the records and/or challenge the content
of their child’s school records should
they believe the records are inaccurate,
misleading, or otherwise in violation of
the program or other rights of their child.

No school will release records of
students without written consent of
their parents to any individual, agency,
or organization except as permitted
within the law.

A noncustodial parent has the same
rights as a custodial parent unless the
custodial parent has presented evidence
of a binding, legal instrument (such as
a court order governing divorce,
separation, or custody) which specifically
states that the noncustodial parent not
be informed of or have access to the
educational records of the student. If not
specifically stated, both parents shall
be considered to have this right. Except
as stated above, noncustodial parents
have the right, upon request, to receive
school-related information and to be
informed of their child’s educational
progress, including the right to receive
report cards and to attend parent-
teacher conferences.

Parents who wish to obtain a copy
of the Board of Education policy on
student records may contact the Public
Information Office at 410-313-6682 or
visit www.hcpss.org.

Directory Information
The Family Educational Rights and

Privacy Act (Public Law 93-380)
authorizes local school systems to
disclose certain information from the
educational records of a student that is
designated as directory information. This
designation includes basic biographical
information only. It does not include
student grades, test results, or any part
of a student’s academic or discipline
records. Based on categories designated
by the federal government, the Howard
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Celebrating Cultural
and Religious Diversity

The school system is committed to
providing an educational and work
environment that fosters an appreciation
of diversity and commonality in a
culturally pluralistic society. The system
recognizes the importance of sensitivity
to families and students from a variety
of backgrounds and beliefs. Education
that is multicultural is promoted within
the system through curriculum,
instruction, professional development,
and resource selection. Curriculum and
instruction should reflect multiple
perspectives as well as students’
interests and backgrounds.

The Board recognizes the significant
role religion has played in the public
life, arts, and culture of this nation and
the world and supports the inclusion of
religious history and tradition where
appropriate in the curriculum. The
Board also recognizes and accepts its
responsibility to uphold the
Constitutional safeguard against
establishing any religion in the schools
and to remain neutral with regard to
religion in its policies.

A variety of religious denominations
are represented among the staff and
students of the school system. The
Board respects the religious practices of
students and staff and is committed to
providing reasonable accommodations
for religious obligations. See Policies 3000,
8050, and 8070 for more information.

Civility
The school system promotes open

communication and endeavors to
establish an environment of mutual
respect and civil conduct between and
among students, school system
employees, parents, volunteers, and the
general public. Accordingly, clear
expectations for civil behavior that
support a safe, welcoming, and nurturing
environment on school property and at
school-related activities have been
established. Each individual is
responsible for behaving in a civil
manner and for cooperating in resolving
incidents of uncivil behavior. See Policy
1000 for additional information.

Non-discrimination and
Freedom from Sexual Harassment

The Howard County Public School
System is committed to providing an
educational and work environment that
is free from discrimination, fosters
equitable opportunities, and values
diversity and commonality. Discrimination
on the basis of race, color, creed, national
origin, religion, physical or mental
disability, age, gender, marital status, or
sexual orientation by students, staff, or
third parties is prohibited. Sexual
harassment is a particular form of
discrimination that is also prohibited
by policy and the law. See Policies 1010
and 1020 for additional information.
Questions or concerns should be directed
to the Office of Equity Assurance,
410-313-6654.

Reporting Acts of Harassment
or Intimidation (Bullying)

The school system’s commitment to
safe school environments is outlined in
Policy 1040. Maryland’s Safe Schools
Reporting Act provides for any student,
parent/guardian, or close adult relative
of a student to report any incident of
harassment or intimidation (bullying)
that occurs on school property, on a
school bus, or at a school-sponsored
event or activity off school property.
School systems are then required to
provide the information to the Maryland
Department of Education. Reporting
forms are available in all HCPSS school
guidance offices and front offices as
well as on the school system’s website.
See Policy 1010 for additional
information. Visit www.hcpss.org for a
form and a copy of A Parents’ Guide to
Reporting Acts of Harassment or
Intimidation Against Students.

Student Code of Conduct
The Howard County Public School

System is committed to ensuring that
all students are learning in a safe and
nurturing school environment, in which
diversity and commonality are valued.
To this end, policies are enforced in a fair
and consistent manner. The Board of
Education has developed a Student
Code of Conduct, which serves as a

disciplinary framework and supports all
behavioral and discipline policies. All
students are expected to be aware of and
abide by this Student Code of Conduct.
Parents are asked to read the Student
Code of Conduct carefully and discuss
the information with their children.

Expected Student Behaviors

Students are expected to:

• Engage in learning activities
and take school work seriously

• Take responsibility for their
own behavior

• Be courteous

• Respect the personal, civil and
property rights of others

• Attend school regularly, on time,
and prepared to learn

• Complete assignments on time

• Seek alternatives to verbal or
physical conflicts

• Speak appropriately

• Dress appropriately

• Exhibit self-control

• Cooperate with others

• Behave ethically
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High School Credit Requirements

4 credits - English

3 credits - Mathematics
• one in algebra/data analysis
• one in geometry

3 credits - Science
• one in biology
• two that must include laboratory

experience in any or all of the
following areas: earth science,
life science, physical science

3 credits - Social Studies
• one in U.S. history
• one in world history
• one in American Government

1 credit - Fine Arts

l/2 credit- Physical Education

l/2 credit- Health Education

1 credit - Technology Education
• a number of designated courses

will fulfill this requirement

2-4 credits - Program Choice:
Two Foreign Language credits, or
two Advanced Technology credits,
or four Career Technology credits

1-3 credits - Electives

Total 21

Search and Seizure
Designated school officials have the

right to search students, their
possessions, and automobiles during
the school day and at school-related
activities when the school official has a
reasonable belief that the student
possesses an impermissible item.
Additionally, designated school officials
may search a student locker at any
time. Further information may be
found in Policy 9260.

Graduation Requirements
A Maryland High School Diploma is

awarded to students who fulfill minimum
enrollment, credit, and competency
requirements, including four years of
approved study beyond Grade 8. Four-
year enrollment may be waived if a
student is admitted to a college or
another approved post-secondary
program and has received prior approval
from the principal.

Students must earn a minimum of
21 credits. The specified core of credits
must be earned as part of the 21-credit
requirement.

In addition to the Maryland High
School Diploma, a student may earn a
Certificate of Merit by completing a
specified core of credits. For more
information, please consult the current
Catalog of Approved High School Courses
and Policy 8030. Students must also
satisfy:
• the Career Preparation requirements;
• the Student Service requirement; and
• the High School Assessments

requirement.

Student, Family and
Community Services

The mission of the Department of
Student, Family and Community
Services (DSFCS) is to provide leadership
for the acceleration of student
achievement in partnership with staff,
families, and the community through
advocacy, collaboration, communication
and education for student success.

The DSFCS supports accelerated
academic achievement through a variety
of intervention programs that address

the personal, social and intellectual
needs of the student. The department
engages in activities to:
• provide academic intervention

services for students based on
achievement data through extended-
day, -week, and -year services.

• provide support services to students
based on individual and group needs

• design and implement a model for
family and community outreach in
all schools that is linked to school
improvement efforts.

For more information, please call
410-313-1524.

Academic Intervention Services
Academic Intervention programming

provides instructional support for
children who are performing below
grade level in reading, writing, and/or
mathematics. The support may involve
additional instructional time before,
during, and after school, or an
extended school week/year. For more
information, call 410-313-6678.

English for Speakers of
Other Languages

The English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) Program plays an
integral part in the English language
development of non- and limited-English
proficient students in kindergarten
through Grade 12. In elementary and
middle schools, the ESOL program
offers services to students through a
variety of delivery models. English
language learners in Grades 9-12
participate in ESOL classes with a focus
on English, social studies, mathematics,
and health, in addition to a variety of
content classes at nine high schools:
Centennial, Hammond, Howard, Long
Reach, Mt. Hebron, Oakland Mills,
Reservoir, River Hill and Wilde Lake.
River Hill High School also hosts the
Newcomer ESOL Center for those non-
English proficient students who are
new to learning English and who may
have interrupted schooling.

The ESOL program is staffed by
certified ESOL teachers and ESOL
paraeducators. For more information
about the HCPSS ESOL Program, contact
the program coordinator at 410-313-7485.
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International Student and
Family Services

The Office of International Student
and Family Services (OISFS) provides
quality educational services to
international and limited English
proficient students and their families.
International students entering the school
system register at the International
Student Registration Center. At the time
of registration, students are assessed to
determine their English proficiency, and
their academic records are reviewed.
For more information, please contact the
OISFS at 410-313-1525 (English/Korean)
or 410-313-7101/7102 (English/Spanish).

Student Services
The programs and services provided

by the offices within Student Services are
for all students. A coordinated program
of services designed to help students
make the most of their educational
experiences is provided by school
counselors, psychologists, health
assistants and nurses, and pupil
personnel workers. By participating on
school problem-solving teams, Student
Services staff work with teachers, families
and the community to ensure the
academic, social, emotional and healthy
development of all students. Additional
services include, but are not limited to,
positive behavioral support initiatives,
anti-bullying programs, home and
hospital instruction, crisis intervention,
youth suicide prevention, child abuse
and neglect prevention training, case
management for homeless students, and
substance abuse prevention training. For
more information, contact the Director
of Student Services at 410-313-6662.

Home and Hospital Program
The Home and Hospital Program

provides instructional continuity to
Howard County public school students
who are unable to attend school due to
physical illness or disability, emotional
crisis, substance abuse, or pregnancy. It
is a short-term, itinerant instructional
service mandated by state law. This
service enables students to continue
their academic work and prepare for
their eventual return to school. For
more information or to arrange for
services, contact the counselor at your
child’s school.

Psychological Services
The school psychologist offers support

for student academic achievement and
personal growth through assessment
and intervention services. By assessing
students’ academic abilities, strengths
and needs, as well as their social/
emotional development, the school
psychologist is able to assist school staff
in providing appropriate educational
support. Brief individual or group
counseling may be offered to address
issues related to academic success. For
the name of the school psychologist
assigned to your child’s school, please
contact your child’s teacher or the
school’s front office staff.

Pupil Personnel Services
Pupil personnel workers (PPWs)

work collaboratively with school staff,
students, parents, and community
agencies to determine and address the
factors that interfere with students’
adjustment to school and academic
performance. PPWs recognize that
certain risk factors in the home and/or
the community may adversely affect
students and prevent them from
achieving at their maximum potential.

PPWs provide direct intervention and
case management services to students
and families who are experiencing
academic and/or social difficulties.
PPWs provide intervention and support
for students with chronic attendance
problems; assist families and schools with
enrollment, residency, and placement
issues; and serve as advocates for families
as needed. For the PPW assigned to
your child’s school, contact the school’s
front office.

School Counseling Services
School counselors implement the

Howard County Essential Curriculum
for School Counseling, which includes
goals and activities for all grade levels
in the areas of academic, career and
personal/social development. School
counselors work with school staff,
parents, and other agencies in support of
student achievement. School counselors
also help students and their families
cope with crisis events in their lives as
they relate to academic achievement.
Parents are encouraged to contact their

child’s school counselor for assistance
if their child is experiencing difficulty
coping with school, family or
community issues.

School Health Services
The Health Services Program supports

academic achievement by addressing
health-related barriers to education.
Health Services staff enhance student
health and well-being by preventing
illness and injury, providing emergency
care, administering medication,
promoting positive health practices,
and maintaining a safe and healthy
school environment. They help students,
parents, and staff identify and secure
appropriate and available health services
and resources. School health services are
provided in accordance with state and
local guidelines, regulations, and laws.

A certified nursing assistant with
medication technician certification
provides direct care to students under
the supervision of a cluster school
nurse. The cluster nurse performs the
nursing assessment, assigns tasks,
delegates responsibilities, and performs
clinical supervision. At Cedar Lane
School, school-based nurses provide
health care to students with complex
health care needs.

The Howard County Health
Department provides medical direction,
consultation, and management in
control of communicable diseases to
the Health Services Program. For more
information, contact the Coordinator of
Health Services at 410-313-6812.
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more information, please call the Office
of Transportation at 410-313-6732.

Special Programs
Alternative Education

Alternative education programs are
available to students in a variety of
settings. All of these programs are
designed to meet the needs of students
displaying academic and behavioral
difficulties. Through these programs,
students receive academic support and
instruction, behavioral change strategies
and interventions, counseling, and
intensive case management services.

There are school-based Alternative
Education programs at 12 elementary,
10 middle, and 8 high schools.
Homewood is a county-wide alternative
education center for middle and high
school students with significant behavioral
and social-emotional difficulties.
Evening School serves middle and high
school students who are suspended or
expelled but continue to be eligible for
educational services. Original credit
courses are also available for select
students. For more information, please
contact the Office of Alternative
Education at 410-313-6818.

Gifted & Talented Education
The Howard County Public School

System subscribes to a philosophy of
multidimensional giftedness. The
Gifted and Talented Education Program

Title I
Title I is a federal grant that enables

eligible participating Title I schools to
supplement regular classroom
instruction in reading and mathematics.
Title I teachers in each participating
school provide academic interventions
to accelerate student achievement. Title I
also provides programs for families of
participating students. The grant funds
some extended-day, extended-week,
and extended-year programs for
students. Professional development
opportunities are available for teachers
at Title I participating schools. For more
information about the Title I program,
please contact the Title I Office at
410-313-6762.

Food & Nutrition Service
The Food and Nutrition Service

Program provides lunches for
approximately 20,000 students daily, as
well as for the Child Development
Center of the Howard County Public
School System. Each meal pattern
lunch is planned to be nutritionally
balanced and provide for one-third of
the daily requirements of vitamins,
minerals, carbohydrates, protein, and
fat. For more information, please
contact the Food and Nutrition Service
Office at 410-313-6738.

School Bus Services
The Department of Education

provides bus transportation for all
elementary and middle school students
who live more than one mile from their
assigned school, and for high school
students who live more than one and
one-half miles from their assigned
school. Transportation services are
provided for certain special education
students depending upon their handicap
classification, special needs, and school
assignment.

Space-available transportation is
provided for certain elementary and
middle school students who require
baby-sitter/day care services on a five-
day per week basis.

Cameras are randomly and selectively
used on school buses for behavior
management. Video and audio
recordings are strictly maintained in
the Pupil Transportation Office. For

provides differentiated services for
students who have distinctive learning
needs based on their individual
capabilities. Programs are offered in
academic areas and visual and
performing arts. Gifted and Talented
Education Programs offer experiences
that are substantially different from the
regular school program.

In-school programs are available to
students from kindergarten through
high school. After-school programs are
available to secondary students in the
areas of advanced mathematics and
visual and performing arts. For more
information about the program, please
contact the Gifted and Talented
Education Program at 410-313-6800 or
visit the website at www.hcpss.org/gt.

Instruction about HIV/AIDS
The Maryland State Department of

Education requires that each school
system provide education about
HIV/AIDS. In Howard County public
schools, education about HIV/AIDS is
included in the following subject areas:
health, science, social studies, and in
some special school programs such as
the DisAbility Awareness Program. If
you wish to have your child excluded
from HIV/AIDS instruction, please
contact the principal of your child’s
school. For more information, please
call your local school or the Office of
Health, Physical Education, and Dance
at 410-313-7015.
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Career Academies
The Career and Technology Education

Program continues the new Career
Academies model. The Career Academies
section in the Catalog of Approved High
School Courses provides guidance
regarding course selection, academy
prerequisites, special requirements, and
information needed to complete each
Career Academy program.

The Career Clusters include:
Multimedia Arts and Technology;
Biotechnology and Health Services; Energy,
Power and Transportation; Architecture
and Engineering; Business and
Entrepreneurship; Culinary Arts and
Hotel Management; and Human Resource
Services. Within each Career Cluster
are Career Academies that will prepare
students for specific career pathways.

Each academy meets all graduation
requirements and prepares students
either for post-secondary education
and/or the world of work. Academy
students may participate in special
activities and events that provide
greater awareness of the specific career
area and opportunities within that area.
Participating students become part of a
small group of students with similar
interests completing courses together.

Any student may be part of a Career
Academy. He/she must complete a
declaration form, available in all
guidance offices. Students may join an
academy up to the end of tenth grade,
as long as all applicable prerequisites
are met.

Some academies are located in each
local high school, while others are
located at the Applications and Research
Lab (ARL). If the Career Academy is
located at the high school, all coursework
will be taught at the school. Students
who participate in an academy located
at the ARL will complete all academic
and prerequisite coursework at their
local high school and will complete the
junior and senior level academy
courses at the ARL. Bus transportation
is provided.

For more information, students
should contact their guidance counselor.
Parents may call the Office of Career
and Technology Education at
410-313-6629 for more information.

Special Education Services
Each child with a disability is ensured

a "free appropriate public education" by
federal law. Special education involves
specially designed instruction to meet
the unique needs of a child with a
disability at no cost to parents. Any
student who may need special education
services should be referred in writing
to a school-based Individualized
Educational Program (IEP) team to
determine the need for evaluation.
Those children whose evaluation results
meet the state and federal guidelines
regarding educational disability
conditions are eligible for special
education and related services.

The IEP Team, which includes the
parent, is responsible for developing an
IEP for the child. The IEP is a written
description of the educational program,
including specific goals and objectives,
to be provided to the student.

In order for a child to benefit from
special education, additional or related
services may be required. Related
services include but are not limited to:
assistive technology, audiology,
counseling, early identification and
assessment of disabilities, medical
services for diagnostic and evaluation
purposes, occupational therapy,
orientation and mobility services, parent
counseling and training, physical therapy,
psychological services, recreation,
rehabilitation counseling, school health
services, social work services, speech-
language pathology, and/or
transportation. For more information,

please contact your local school or the
Department of Special Education at
410-313-6659. Parents can also visit the
website at www.hcpss.org/special.

Child Find
The Howard County Public School

System seeks to identify students ages
3 to 21 who are suspected of having a
disability and may be in need of special
education and related services. Parents,
medical personnel, and other concerned
individuals may call the Child Find
Program at the County Diagnostic Center,
410-313-7046, to begin the referral
process for pre-school age children and
students who attend private/parochial
schools. Referrals for infants and
toddlers, birth to three years old, who
may be developmentally delayed or
at-risk, should be made to the Howard
County Infants and Toddlers Program,
410-313-7017.

Local School Special
Education Services

Every elementary, middle, and high
school provides special education
services for students who are identified
as eligible for service through the IEP
team process. Special Education and
related services are determined through
the development of an IEP and are
offered in the student’s home school or
another Howard County school.
Extended School Year (ESY) services
are provided, if necessary, to meet the
unique needs of individual students
with disabilities.
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educational support provided by a
separate facility, while being offered
the opportunity for interaction and
education with non-disabled peers.

Third Party Billing
Third Party Billing is the process for

obtaining reimbursement for health-
related services and service coordination
provided by the HCPSS staff to special
education students eligible for the
Maryland Medical Assistance Program
(Medicaid). Third Party Billing provides
an additional source of federal funds to
supplement programs and services for
all students with special education needs.

Special Education
Resources for Parents
Family Support and Resource Center
410-313-7161

Howard County Association for Retarded
Citizens (HCARC), 410-730-0638

Howard County Autism Society of
America, 410-290-3466

Learning Disabilities Association of
Maryland, 888-265-6459

Maryland Coalition for Inclusive
Education, 410-859-5400

Parents Place, 410-768-9100

Special Education Community
Advisory Committee, 202-487-4456

Assessment
Maryland’s Accountability Program

has been developed in accordance with
the requirements of the No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) Act. The intent of NCLB
is to close the achievement gap so all
students reach proficient levels on the
state assessment by 2014. NCLB
requires that states have assessments for
all public school students. Maryland’s
assessment is the Maryland School
Assessment (MSA). The MSA measures
how well Maryland schools and school
systems are performing. Every school
and every Maryland system is expected
to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
toward the attainment of the NCLB
goals and the Maryland standards.
Yearly progress based on data from the
MSA, as well as other information on
the state and local system, is released
in the state’s report card.

Norm-Referenced Tests
Norm-referenced tests compare

student performance to national
norms. Howard County public schools
administer a norm-referenced test to
assess student achievement in reading,
language, and mathematics. The test is
administered to all students in Grade 2.

The system administers the Stanford
Achievement Test, Tenth Edition (SAT
10), published by Harcourt Educational
Measurement. The content covered by
the test is Reading Comprehension,
Reading Vocabulary, Word Study
Skills, Language, Mathematics Problem
Solving, and Mathematics Procedures.

Regional Early Childhood Centers
Regional Early Childhood Centers

provide special education and related
services to children, from birth through
age five. The Early Beginnings Program
delivers services to infants and toddlers
who are developmentally delayed or
who show atypical development. The
Preschool-Kindergarten Program provides
special education and related services
to children, ages three through five.

Cedar Lane School
The Cedar Lane School is a public

day school for students ages 3 to 21.
The staff and facility at Cedar Lane
School provides services to students
experiencing significant and low
incidence disabilities that the child’s
education team have determined
interfere with instruction in a general
education setting. Parents are seen as
an integral part of the program and as
a resource for assisting with the
instructional process, in addition to being
on the educational team for their child.

Students enrolled in Cedar Lane
School participate in classroom groups
based on chronological age that
correspond to general education
students. The school is comprised of
four levels: preschool, elementary,
middle and high school. Because of the
school’s advantageous setting on a
campus with general education
elementary, middle, and high schools,
students are afforded the structure and
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four tests to receive a Maryland diploma,
or meet other criteria established by
MSDE to demonstrate understanding
of the Core Learning Goals established
for this coursework. For more
information, see Policy 8030.

Research for Instructional
Improvement

The Howard County Board of
Education believes there is a need for
responsible research as a means of

Maryland School Assessment
The Maryland School Assessment

(MSA) meets requirements of No Child
Left Behind (NCLB). Aligned with the
Maryland Standards, the MSA provides
information on individual performance
of students in Grades 3-8. Testing occurs
in Reading and Mathematics in
Grades 3-8. The Grade 10 mathematics
requirement is satisfied by the Algebra/
Data Analysis Assessment administered
at the end of the Algebra I course. The
English 10 test satisfies the NCLB
requirement to administer reading or
English/Language Arts in the upper
grades. The English 10 test is
administered at the end of the 10th
grade course. Students receive individual
scale scores and a proficiency level of
basic, proficient or advanced. The overall
performance of the school is based on
the percentage of students scoring at
the proficient or advanced level.

As required by NCLB, a science
component has been added to MSA.
MSA-Science is administered to
students in Grades 5 and 8. Though the
test is mandated and satisfies the NCLB
requirement, the results are not factored
into the calculations and reports of
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

Alternative Maryland
School Assessment

The Alternative Maryland School
Assessment (Alt-MSA) is an alternative
assessment designed to measure
academic performance of students with
significant cognitive disabilities. Non-
diploma bound students in Grades 3-8
and 10 participate in the assessment.
Like MSA, the Alt-MSA focuses on
reading and mathematics skills.
However, Alt-MSA is a portfolio
assessment through which students
demonstrate mastery of the skills.

High School Assessments (HSA)
The Maryland State Department of

Education requires that all students,
regardless of grade, take the High School
Assessments (HSAs) for algebra/data
analysis, biology, government, and
English as they complete the associated
courses. Beginning with the class of
2009, students are required to pass all

evaluating and improving the
educational program in the schools.
The Board also recognizes its
responsibility to protect the instructional
process from interference and to protect
the right to privacy of students and
parents.

Policy 3030 governs research in the
public schools. This policy encourages
teachers to refine teaching techniques
as a vehicle for improving the pro-
grams. However, studies that elicit
home, family or personal information,
or require one to act out feelings or
emotions toward others are generally
not approved but, if approved, require
parental consent.

A survey by staff members for
instructional purposes with no home or
family information does not require
parental permission.

The research policy also mandates
that a parent/legal guardian give
permission prior to a student completing
a survey or questionnaire by an outside
agency. All instructional materials,
including teacher’s manuals, films,
tapes, or other materials which will be
used in connection with any survey,
analysis, or evaluation as part of any
applicable program are available for
inspection by a parent/guardian.

For further information, please
contact the Department of Strategic
Planning, Assessment and Program
Evaluation at 410-313-1520.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Atholton 6700 Seneca Drive, Columbia 21046 410-313-6853 www.hcpss.org/aes
Bellows Spring 8125 Old Stockbridge Drive, Ellicott City 21043 410-313-5057 www.hcpss.org/bellows
Bollman Bridge 8200 Savage-Guilford Road, Jessup 20794 410-880-5920 www.hcpss.org/bbes
Bryant Woods 5450 Blue Heron Lane, Columbia 21044 410-313-6859 www.hcpss.org/bwes
Bushy Park 14601 Carrs Mill Road, Glenwood 21738 410-313-5500 www.hcpss.org/bpes
Centennial Lane 3825 Centennial Lane, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-2800 www.hcpss.org/cles
Clarksville 12041 Route 108, Clarksville 21029 410-313-7050 www.hcpss.org/ces
Clemens Crossing 10320 Quarterstaff Road, Columbia 21044 410-313-6866 www.hcpss.org/clemenscrossing
Dayton Oaks 4691 Ten Oaks Road, Dayton 21036 410-313-1571 www.hcpss.org/does
Deep Run 6925 Old Waterloo Road, Elkridge 21075 410-313-5000 www.hcpss.org/dres
Elkridge 7075 Montgomery Road, Elkridge 21075 410-313-5006 www.hcpss.org/ees
Forest Ridge 9550 Gorman Road, Laurel 20723 410-880-5950 www.hcpss.org/fres
Fulton 11600 Scaggsville Road, Fulton 20759 410-880-5957 www.hcpss.org/fulton
Gorman Crossing 9999 Winter Sun Road, Laurel 20723 410-880-5900 www.hcpss.org/gces
Guilford 7335 Oakland Mills Road, Columbia 21046 410-880-5930 www.hcpss.org/ges
Hammond 8110 Aladdin Drive, Laurel 20723 410-880-5890 www.hcpss.org/hes
Hollifield Station 8701 Stonehouse Drive, Ellicott City 21043 410-313-2550 www.hcpss.org/hses
Ilchester 4981 Ilchester Road, Ellicott City 21043 410-313-2524 www.hcpss.org/ilchester
Jeffers Hill 6000 Tamar Drive, Columbia 21045 410-313-6872 www.hcpss.org/jhes
Laurel Woods 9250 North Laurel Road, Laurel 20723 410-880-5960 www.hcpss.org/lwes
Lisbon 15901 Frederick Road, Woodbine 21797 410-313-5506 www.hcpss.org/lisbon
Longfellow 5470 Hesperus Drive, Columbia 21044 410-313-6879 www.hcpss.org/lfes
Manor Woods 11575 Frederick Road, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-7165 www.hcpss.org/manorwoods
Northfield 9125 Northfield Road, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-2806 www.hcpss.org/nes
Phelps Luck 5370 Oldstone Court, Columbia 21045 410-313-6886 www.hcpss.org/ples
Pointers Run 6600 S. Trotter Road, Clarksville 21029 410-313-7142 www.hcpss.org/pres
Rockburn 6145 Montgomery Road, Elkridge 21075 410-313-5030 www.hcpss.org/res
Running Brook 5215 W. Running Brook Road, Columbia 21044 410-313-6893 www.hcpss.org/rbes
St. John’s Lane 2960 St. John’s Lane, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-2813 www.hcpss/sjles
Stevens Forest 6045 Stevens Forest Road, Columbia 21045 410-313-6900 www.hcpss.org/sfes
Swansfield 5610 Cedar Lane, Columbia 21044 410-313-6907 www.hcpss.org/ses
Talbott Springs 9550 Basket Ring Road, Columbia 21045 410-313-6915 www.hcpss.org/tses
Thunder Hill 9357 Mellenbrook Road, Columbia 21045 410-313-6922 www.hcpss.org/thes
Triadelphia Ridge 13400 Triadelphia Road, Ellicott City, 21042 410-313-2560 www.hcpss.org/tres
Veterans 4355 Montgomery Road, Ellicott City, 21043 410-313-1700 www.hcpss.org/ves
Waterloo 5940 Waterloo Road, Columbia 21045 410-313-5014 www.hcpss.org/waterloo
Waverly 10220 Wetherburn Road, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-2819 www.hcpss.org/waves
West Friendship 12500 Frederick Road, West Friendship 21794 410-313-5512 www.hcpss.org/wfes
Worthington 4570 Roundhill Road, Ellicott City 21043 410-313-2825 www.hcpss.org/worthington

PRE-K-8 SCHOOL
Cradlerock 6700 Cradlerock Way, Columbia 21045 410-313-7601 www.hcpss.org/cradlerock

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Bonnie Branch 4979 Ilchester Road, Ellicott City 21043 410-313-2580 www.hcpss.org/bbms
Burleigh Manor 4200 Centennial Lane, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-2507 www.hcpss.org/bmms
Clarksville 6535 S. Trotter Road, Clarksville 21029 410-313-7057 www.hcpss.org/cms
Dunloggin 9129 Northfield Road, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-2831 www.hcpss.org/dms
Elkridge Landing 7085 Montgomery Road, Elkridge 21075 410-313-5040 www.hcpss.org/elms
Ellicott Mills 4445 Montgomery Road, Ellicott City 21043 410-313-2839 www.hcpss.org/emms
Folly Quarter 13500 Triadelphia Road, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-1506 www.hcpss.org/follyquarter
Glenwood 2680 Route 97, Glenwood 21738 410-313-5520 www.hcpss.org/glenwood
Hammond 8110 Aladdin Drive, Laurel 20723 410-880-5830 www.hcpss.org/hms
Harper’s Choice 5450 Beaverkill Road, Columbia 21044 410-313-6929 www.hcpss.org/hcms
Lime Kiln 11650 Scaggsville Road, Fulton 20759 410-880-5988 www.hcpss.org/lkms
Mayfield Woods 7950 Red Barn Way, Elkridge 21075 410-313-5022 www.hcpss.org/mwms
Mount View 12101 Woodford Drive, Marriottsville 21104 410-313-5545 www.hcpss.org/mvms
Murray Hill 9989 Winter Sun Road, Laurel 20723 410-880-5897 www.hcpss.org/mhms
Oakland Mills 9540 Kilimanjaro Road, Columbia 21045 410-313-6937 www.hcpss.org/omms
Patapsco 8885 Old Frederick Road, Ellicott City 21043 410-313-2848 www.hcpss.org/pms
Patuxent Valley 9151 Vollmerhausen Road, Jessup 20794 410-880-5840 www.hcpss.org/pvms
Wilde Lake 10481 Cross Fox Lane, Columbia 21044 410-313-6957 www.hcpss.org/wlms

Contact Information



HIGH SCHOOLS
Atholton 6520 Freetown Road, Columbia 21044 410-313-7065 www.hcpss.org/atholton
Centennial 4300 Centennial Lane, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-2856 ww.hcpss.org/chs
Glenelg 14025 Burntwoods Road, Glenelg 21737 410-313-5528 www.hcpss.org/ghs
Hammond 8800 Guilford Road, Columbia 21046 410-313-7615 www.hcpss.org/hahs
Howard 8700 Old Annapolis Road, Ellicott City 21043 410-313-2867 www.hcpss.org/hhs
Long Reach 6101 Old Dobbin Lane, Columbia 21045 410-313-7117 www.hcpss.org/lrhs
Marriotts Ridge 12100 Woodford Drive, Marriottsville 21104 410-313-5568 www.hcpss.org/mrhs
Mt. Hebron 9440 Route 99, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-2880 www.hcpss.org/mth
Oakland Mills 9410 Kilimanjaro Road, Columbia 21045 410-313-6945 www.hcpss.org/omhs
Reservoir 11550 Scaggsville Road, Fulton 20759 410-888-8850 www.hcpss.org/reservoir
River Hill 12101 Route 108, Clarksville 21029 410-313-7120 www.hcpss.org/rhhs
Wilde Lake 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia 21044 410-313-6965 www.hcpss.org/wlhs

SPECIAL SCHOOLS/CENTERS
Applications & Research Lab 10920 Route 108, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-6998
Cedar Lane School 11630 Scaggsville Road, Fulton 20759 410-888-8800 www.hcpss.org/cedarlane
Homewood Center 10914 Route 108, Ellicott City 21042 410-313-7081 www.hcpss.org/homewood

OTHER HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS
Before and After Care in Schools

Recreation and Parks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .410-313-4651
Columbia Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .410-715-3100

Child Find . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .410-313-7046
Employees’ Child Development Program . . . . . .410-888-9040
GED (Howard Community College) . . . . . . . . . . .410-772-4982
Health Department, Howard Co. . . . . . . . . . . . .410-313-2333
Infant & Toddlers Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .410-313-7017
PTA Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .410-740-5153

Sign up at

www.eschoolnewsletter.com
to receive school news via email

at home and/or at work.

Through eSchoolnewsletter you’ll receive: local school newsletters,
notices of upcoming events, calendar reminders, school system

closures and emergency notices, and school system news of interest.

Text messages now available!

HELPFUL HCPSS PHONE NUMBERS
Main Switchboard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6600
Board of Education (elected body) . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7197
Superintendent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6677
Administrative Directors

Elementary . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6609 or 410-313-6611
Secondary . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-1543 or 410-313-7193

Academic Intervention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6806
Advanced Placement/Fine Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6885
Alternative Education Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6840
Athletics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6631
Career & Technology Education . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6629
Community Use of Facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7477
County Diagnostic Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7046
Early Intervention Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7017
Elementary Curricular Programs. . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-1538
Equity Assurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6654
ESOL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6841
Family Support & Resource Center . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7161
Food & Nutrition Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6738
Health Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6812
Home and Hospital Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6822
Human Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6693
International Student and Family Services . . . . 410-313-7102
Job Line. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6643
Ombudsman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6850
Out-of-District Requests. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6997
Psychological Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6773
Public Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6682
Pupil Personnel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6646
Safety, Environment and Risk Management.. . . 410-313-6824
School Counseling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6647
School Security . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6840
Secondary Curricular Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6665
Special Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6659
Student Assessment/Program Evaluation . . . . . 410-313-6745
Student, Family, and Community Services . . . . . 410-313-1524
Title I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6762
Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-6732
Vision Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410-313-7022

The full directory of central office staff is available at www.hcpss.org.

Information Hotline
410-313-6666

For the latest information on:
• School closings
• School activities cancellations
• Community use of school fields
• Weekend use of school facilities
• Other emergency notices

Call after 7:15 a.m. on weekends for status
of school fields and facilities.

Contact Information



10910 Route 108
Ellicott City, Maryland 21042

410-313-6600
www.hcpss.org

The Howard County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, religion, physical or mental disability, age, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation in matters affecting
employment or in providing access to programs. For more information, contact the Equity Assurance Office of the Howard County Public School System at 10910 Route 108, Ellicott City, MD 21042 or call 410-313-6654.




